
Structure of tournament 
Norppa Open 

Staff 
Tournament Manager - The person responsible for running the event and making all of the 
final decision during the execution of the tournament. 
 
Referee - Responsible for running the bouts on a mat. Has the final decision on scoring the 
exchanges. 
 
Judge - Gives their opinion on the exchanges on a single mat. This is done using flag 
semaphore. The referee takes the judge’s opinion into account when making the final 
scoring decision. 
 
Secretariat - Announces bouts, keeps time and input the scores to a computer. 

Bout 
When fencers are called “On deck” by the Secretariat they must go receive their armbands. 
From this moment on they must be ready to fight at any time. They should be ready to fight 
within 30 second from the call “Now fencing”. 
 
When fencers are called “Now fencing” they are to immediately go to their end of the mat 
and put on all of their gear. Fencers have 30 seconds from the “Now fencing” call to get to 
their end of the mat. 
 
When both fencers are on their ends of the mat in full gear the Referee asks if the Judge is 
ready and if the fencers are ready. The fencers must indicate that they are ready in a clear 
manner, such as saluting the Referee. The Referee calls “Salute” and the fencers must 
salute each other. After the fencers have saluted the Referee calls “Fence” and the bout 
begins. 
 
A bout lasts for 2 minutes or until an automatic loss requirement is fulfilled. There is no score 
cap. 
 
When a Wounding or Incapacitating action is seen the Judge or the Referee calls “Point”. 
After giving time for an after blow the Referee calls “Break”. Both fencers must return to their 
end of the math in a timely manner. They must stand with at least one foot outside the mat. 
After the Referee has marked the exchange he calls “Fight” and the bout continues. 
 
Both fencers must continue fighting until “Break” is called. 
 



The match ends when the Secretariat calls “Time” when time runs out or if the Referee calls 
“Break, match end” in case of an automatic loss condition. 
 
If a fencer is injured during the bout, the referee will call a time-out and the medical staff will 
examine the fencer. If the medical staff clears the fencer to continue, and the fencer wishes 
to do so, the bout can proceed. If the bout cannot continue within 3 minutes the injured 
fencer will have forfeited the bout. 
 
The referee will call a time-out when equipment being broken or displaced is noticed. If a 
fencer or judge notices an equipment failure, they should point it out to the referee. If a piece 
of personal protective gear is broken, the fencer has 3 minutes to find a replacement. If this 
is not possible the fencer will have forfeited the bout. 

Tournament 

Tournament Rounds 
The fencers will be seeded and split into a maximum of four pools. The pools will only be 
final after registration on the day of the tournament. Each fencer will have one bout with all 
the other fencers in their pool. 
 
After the first pool round the top 10 fencers will be seeded and split into two pools of 5 
fencers. Each fencer will again have one bout with all the other fencers in their pool. 
After the second pool round the top 4 fencers will form the final pool. Each fencer will again 
have one bout with all the other fencers in the pool. 

Pool Scoring 
 
The result from a bout will be scored as follows: 

● Win - 9 match points 
● Draw - 6 match points 
● Loss - 3 match points 

 
After a pool round, all the fencers are ranked, based on the following criteria: 

1. Highest match point index; number of match points divided with number of bouts 
fought 

2. Highest victory index; number of bouts won divided with number of bouts fought 
3. Highest Quality 3 ratio; number of Quality 3 points divided by number of exchanges 
4. Highest clean exchange ratio; number of exchanges with no hit taken divided by 

number of exchanges 
 
If a fencer forfeits a match it is recorded as a victory for the other fencer with a score of 
Q1(0) Q2(0) Q3(1). This applies regardless of the current score at the time of the forfeit. 
 



If a fencer withdraws from the tournament or is disqualified during the pool round, that pool 
will be handled as if the fencer never participated in the tournament. This applies regardless 
of number of fought bouts in the pool. 
 
If two fencers are still ranked the same their internal bout result decides who will rank higher. 
If such a result does not exist their internal order in the ranking is decided by drawing of lots. 
If in the final pool two fencers are ranked the same and their internal bout is a draw or loss 
for both fencers they will have a rematch to determine their internal ranking. This match 
cannot end in a draw or loss for both fencers. 


