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Pool bouts
People are split into pools, the size of which depends on the number of participants. The pools will 
be announced about a week before the tournament. Each fencer will fight every other fencer in their 
pool once. After this, all the fencers are ranked, based on the following criteria:

•	 Percentage of bouts won

•	 Highest difference between points for and points against, normalized for  
number of bouts

•	 Highest points per scoring exchange

•	 Highest-rated fencer beaten

In case two fencers are ranked the same after this, the result of their mutual bout decides who ranks 
higher. If two fencers are still ranked the same, their order in the ranking is randomized.

A tie in the pools counts as half a win.

In case a fencer gets injured, disqualified or loses equipment so that he cannot begin all of his 
pool bouts, his pool bouts will be discarded from the results. If the injury, equipment failure or 
disqualification happens during his last pool bout, this is not done.

Elimination rounds
After the pools, the tournament moves on the single elimination. The number of fencers advancing 
will be decided based on the number of the participants. It is also possible the highest ranking 
participants have to fight one elimination round less than the rest; this depends on the number of 
participants and will be announced at the same time as the pools.

If a fencer withdraws from the tournament before the elimination trees are published, he is removed 
from the ranking and everyone under him moves up one place. 

If a fencer withdraws from the tournament after the elimination trees are published, he will be 
considered to lose all of his matches, resulting in a walk-over for his opponent.

Finals
The finals and the third place bout will be fought for a maximum of three rounds of either 3 minutes 
or 7 points. Once a fencer wins two rounds, he wins the bout. Draws are possible during these rounds; 
in case there is a draw, the fencer who has won more rounds at the end of the third round wins. If this 
is equal, there is an extra round of one minute. If the result remains inconclusive, the bout moves to 
sudden death.

Timetables
The schedule for the pools will be published before the day of the tournament. The starting time 
indicates the beginning of the equipment check; a fencer not present at his equipment check may be 
disqualified from the tournament. 

During your pool, the fencers must remain in the designated fencer area with their equipment on. If 
his match is about to begin, and a fencer cannot be found, he may be disqualified.

An arena manager will be responsible for letting the on deck fencers known they must be ready.

The schedule for the elimination rounds and finals will be published before the day of the 
tournament. All fencers who made it to the elimination rounds are expected to be present with their 
equipment on at the fencer area during the elimination rounds. If a bout is about to begin and a 
fencer cannot be found, the bout will be declared a walkover. █


